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2023 was a year of remarkable 
growth and progress at 
FamilyForward, driven by our 
commitment to supporting 
children and families. Your 
unwavering dedication has been 
crucial in advancing our mission 
and expanding our impact across 
the region.

We have a lot to be proud of, and 
this annual report will highlight 
many of those accomplishments. 
Among the most significant are 
our innovative advancements 
in how we support children and 
families. Two key milestones 
stand out.

First, the opening of The Lesley 
Ann Waldheim Early Childhood 
Center in January 2023. This new 
facility is more than just a space; 

it embodies our dedication 
to creating an environment 
where young children can 
heal and grow, reflecting our 
commitment to early, 
impactful support.

Equally significant was the 
integration of trauma-focused 
occupational therapy into our 
programs. We are proud to be 
the first agency in the region 
to offer these specialized 
services to youth impacted by 
trauma. After years of planning, 
hiring, and training, it is 
inspiring to see what our team 
of occupational therapists has 
achieved in this first full year.

Looking ahead, we remain 
dedicated to supporting and 
uplifting families throughout 

the region. We are also advancing 
research to develop practical 
solutions for preventing and treating 
developmental trauma, helping us 
transform tomorrows for children and 
families in our community, and beyond.

Thank you for your support and 
partnership. Together, we are building 
a future where every family has the 
opportunity to thrive.

Gratefully,

Karen E. Nolte 
Chief Executive Officer

Dear Friends, 
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Making an impact
4,986 children, their families, and 
community members were served 

by FamilyForward in 2023.

H O P E

Defining the need 
During fiscal year 2023, 18,632 children 

in the St. Louis area were reported to the 
Missouri Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline.

In January 2023, we proudly opened 
The Lesley Ann Waldheim Early 
Childhood Center, offering a 
state-of-the-art space where children 
benefit from innovative therapies and 
enriching play. Scan the QR code to take 
a virtual tour and explore the facility.

A place for kids to be kids

To better meet our clients’ needs, we 
launched an integrated occupational 
therapy program focused on improving 
daily living skills, sensory processing, 
and motor development—helping 
children build the skills they need to 
thrive. Scan the QR code to learn more.

Leading with innovation
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Executive Team
Karen E. Nolte, LCSW
Chief Executive Officer

Sharon Skidmore Stern, MSW, LCSW
Chief Program Officer

Paula Pettibone, MEd, MSW
Chief Administrative Officer

Patrick Fox
Chief Financial Officer

Jessica L. Dederer, MHA
Chief Development Officer

Vision
FamilyForward leads the community in providing innovative 
solutions for advancing safer, healthier relationships for children 
and families. 

Mission
FamilyForward moves vulnerable children in the direction of 
hope by delivering comprehensive therapeutic and educational 
services to support biological, foster, and adoptive families.

 
In 2023, we took a significant step forward by incorporating a research and training component into our work. 
This innovation bridges the gap between cutting-edge research and practical application, ensuring that our 
programs use the most effective, evidence-based practices. Our enhanced training initiatives equip caregivers 
and professionals with the latest insights and tools to better support children and families. By translating 
research into actionable strategies, we’re improving our services and empowering those who support children 
impacted by trauma.

Shaping the Future of Care
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Supporting Children and Families 
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At FamilyForward, we are committed to transforming tomorrows for children who have experienced abuse or 
neglect. Each day, our dedicated team works tirelessly to build safer, healthier relationships for children and 
families through a range of services.

Assessments 
We provided trauma assessments and psychological evaluations for children and families, 
offering individualized recommendations to support them at home, in school, and through 
therapeutic interventions.

1,089

Training and Education 
Supported by our ongoing research and training efforts, we provided 
comprehensive education and training to professionals, community 
members, and caregivers through community presentations and 
targeted caregiver education.

1,635

Foster Care 
As a Children’s Permanency Partnership member, 
FamilyForward provided foster care and adoption case 
management, recruitment, training, and licensing 
services to 1,142 foster and adoptive families.

1,142
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Numbers represent direct clients and families served through programs in 2023.

Therapy 
Through individual, family, and group counseling, children and families received support 
grounded in evidence-based practices and therapeutic interventions.

998

Therapeutic Preschool 
Our therapeutic preschool team provided a highly structured environment with 
developmentally sensitive interventions for children experiencing emotional and 
behavioral difficulties. We supported children and their families, offering a safe 
space for children to thrive and grow.

120

Home Visiting 
Our home visiting staff provided mentoring, parent 
coaching and education, and therapy services for young and 
pregnant parents. Through our support, caregivers created 
healthier, more stable environments for their children.

582

Occupational Therapy 
Our integrated occupational therapy services addressed sensory 
and motor skill deficits, supporting children and their families 
in enhancing daily functioning and overall well-being.

332



Creating the Path to Resilience
At just two and a half months old, Kiki’s life was filled with abuse and neglect, resulting 
in emotional and psychological wounds. When she and her brother Oliver entered 
the care of their adoptive parent, Chris, they carried the heavy burden of their past 
traumas. Chris, driven by compassion and determination, sought to provide a nurturing 
environment but soon faced challenges, especially as Kiki and Oliver struggled during 
middle school.

The family sought the support of FamilyForward during this critical time. Our team 
worked closely with Kiki, Oliver, and Chris to address their educational and emotional 
needs with tailored interventions. By collaborating with teachers and offering 
specialized support, we helped them understand their trauma, navigate it, and develop 
healthier relationships both in and outside of school.

Kiki and Oliver have grown into resilient young adults, excelling both academically 
and emotionally. Kiki is now a parent advocate in the community, using her experiences 
to support other families, while Oliver has found his calling as a gymnastics coach, 
inspiring young athletes with his passion and positivity.
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By addressing their unique challenges, Kiki and Oliver 
have built strong, safe relationships—something we aim 
to achieve for every child and family we support. Their 
journey underscores the value of personalized support 
and the role of dedicated caregivers.

         I knew that I always had it in me to be a good kid. But when you have people 
that are willing to listen to you, understand your background, where you come from, 
and why you act the way you do, it makes it a lot easier to succeed and do well in 
those spaces.”  - Kiki

To learn more about Kiki 
and Oliver’s journey 

and the impact of 
FamilyForward’s support, 
please scan the QR code.
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Program Services
$9,765,114

Administrative Services
$2,281,642

Development Services
$1,027,215

Total Expenses  
$13,073,971

Revenue Expense

Net Assets, Ending Balance

The Numbers
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Total Public Support  and Revenue  
$13,261,534

Program
Service Fees
$6,465,099

Contributions
$3,557,013

Investment 
Income and 
Miscellaneous*
$2,495,983

Special Events Net
$349,178

United Way
$394,261

$40,682,366

Unrestricted Net Assets
$20,627,862



Events
The Rocket Ball
On February 10, 2023, a crowd of 455 supporters gathered at the St. Louis Union Station 
Hotel for an evening of hope and generosity. Presented by Edward Jones, the event 
featured silent and live auctions, a raffle, and live music. Together, we raised over 
$600,000 – allowing our staff to continue to Light the Way Forward, helping children 
overcome the effects of trauma and work toward a brighter future.

Join us in 2025!
Scan the QR code for more information, to purchase tickets, or to become 
a Rocket Ball sponsor.

Day of Giving
In 2023, FamilyForward hosted Better Together, an online day of giving that brought 
our community closer than ever. With the incredible support of our dedicated matching 
funders and over 200 individual donors, we raised more than $125,000. These funds 
supported our programs, including providing a full year of therapy services for 60 
children, ensuring they had the resources and support they needed to thrive.
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Kim and Tom Adams
Leonard Adewunmi
Aetna
Alberici Constructors, Inc.
Alliance Technology
     Partners
Marggie and Sean Alsup
Altman-Charter Company
American Direct
     Marketing
David C. and Lynne
     Williams Anderson
Scott and Erin Anderson
Stephen and Liz
     Appelbaum
Aramark | Social Current
Glenn and Kimberly
     Archer
Are We There Yet?, LLC
Armanino LLP
Theodore and Kathryn
     Armstrong
The Joseph M. Arndt
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ARPA, CCRB -
     St. Charles County
ARPA, State of Missouri
Ascension Charitable
     Fund
Ascension Health

ATB Technologies
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Matt and Abbey
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     Bader
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Ramon Bahl
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Bank of America
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Blues for Kids Foundation
BNSF Railway Foundation
Michael Bobroff
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George and Kathy
     Bogdanovic
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     Boggess
Satonya and Britt Booker
Tim Bornholtz
Mitchell and Kathy
     Botney
Molly and David Brader
Stephen F. Brauer Camilla
     T. Brauer Charitable Trust
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Bob and Greta Brown
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Kevin and Mary Lue   
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Matt and Sandra
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Burrows Family
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The Caesar’s Foundation
Danielle and Jerry
     Canaday
Peter Carrara
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Ken and Melissa Cella
Kent and Diane
     Chancellor
Charity Clothing Pickup
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     component of the
     St. Louis Community
     Foundation
Ciena
Julia Clark
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     Clark Charitable Fund
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George and Barbara
     Clements

Brian and Vicki Clevinger
The Clorox Company
Clothes Mentor Ellisville,
     MO
Robert and Sherri Connors
Paul and Jennifer Conry
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     Foundation
David Cronin and
     Harriet Switzer
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Robert and Ayumi Cullen
Tom and Merilee Curran
Michael and Rebecca
     Daming
Joseph and Tasha Davies
Jay and Mindy Davis
Jessica and Rick Dederer
Ann and Ed DeLaney
Delta Dental of Missouri
Edward and Julie DeVault
Pam Diaz
Billy and Kimberly
     Dickens
Joan Dieckmann
Linda Dill
Jim and Ann Dillon
Aaron and Amy Dimmitt

Thank you! In 2023, our Guardian Society members played a crucial role in helping FamilyForward serve 4,986 
children, their families, and community members.
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Drury Family Charitable
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Nathan Emmons
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     Fund of Boeing St. Louis
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     Health Trust
Greg and Lisa Erekson
Ernst & Young LLP
Evntiv, LLC
Jenny and Ted Fanson

Centron Felder
First Bank
Fischer-Bauer-Knirps
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Matthew and Jaime
     Fishering
Kara Dee and Tim Flacke
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     Fleischmann
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Samuel Foxman
The Gall Family Fund
Aileen Garcia
Jenifer and Ivan Garcia
Kelly and Pamela Gardner
Jerry Garrett
Gateway Children’s
     Charity
Gateway to Innovation
Generate Health STL
Richard and Amy
     Giardino
James and Rita Gibbons
Tyler Glynn
Steve Goldstein and
     Laura Staley
Graybar Electric
     Company
Greensfelder, Hemker
     & Gale
Wesley Gregory

Allie and John Grib
Dan Groneck
Damian and Jamie
     Gumpel
Mary Gunther
Ross and Cortni Hage
CJ Hagemann
Linda B. Haley
Deborah Hanlon
Bryan and Lynn Hargiss
Raymond and Grace
     Harmon Charitable
     Foundation
Harper Family Foundation
Anna Harris
Yvette L. Hartsfield
Matt and Kelly Harvey
Kellie and Tim Hasken
Paul and Nancy Haupt
The E. Walter Hausstette
     Charitable Foundation
Robin Head
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     Heithaus
John and Eleanor
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Jason and Melanie
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Sal Hernandez
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Jim and Monika Hill
Bill and Susie Hizar
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     Hoagland
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Robert and Susan Hoff
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     Holekamp Foundation
David Holmes and Nancy
     Neff Holmes
Lawrence and Barbara
     Holmes
Scott and Sheila
     Holtswarth
Christine and Scott
     Homan
Devin Homan
Eric Homan
Dea Hoover and
     Declan Rutan
Sam** and Pat** Hopmeier
     Charitable Fund at
     YouthBridge
     Community Foundation
Jerome L. Howe, Jr.
      Endowment Fund
Kyle and Valerie Hubbard
Matt and Christina Hunt
Marlene Hunter

Bob and Lynn Huson
Hutchinson Recreation
     & Design
icon Mechanical
Donald and Patricia
     Imholz
Inter-Global, Inc
John and Sandy Irace
J & D Lyons Frozen
     Custard Inc.
The Jackes Foundation
Beth Jantz
Jefferson Foundation
Dave and Sarah Johnson
Everett and Amy Johnson
Kristin Johnson
Lesa and Richard Johnson
Liz and Scott Johnson
Alan and Julia Jones
Chris and Amie Jones
Dennis M. Jones
     Family Foundation
Jordan Charitable
     Foundation
Chase and Cathy Kane
John and Sharon Kang
Kappa Delta Sorority,
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Diane and David Katzman
Christy and Allen
     Kaufman
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Wayne C. Kaufmann
     Charitable Foundation
Molly Keegan and
     Ted Thomas
David and Patricia
     Keinath
Kellwood Foundation
Korey Keninger
James F. and Margaret
     Kiley
Ali Kindle Hogan
Jerome and Kathleen
     Kiske
Steve Knight
Knights of Columbus
     Dardenne Council
     #2273
Knights of Columbus,
     Incarnate Word
     Council No. 9981
Matt and Gail Knipshild
Brian and Stephanie
     Kolman
Hema and Srini Kosaraju
Victor Koury and
     Faith Radke
Koury Agency, Inc.
Christine and Jon
     Krueger
Toni and Mark Kutchan
Judy LaBrie
Aaron and April Ladner

The Lucille and Bruce
     Lambert Charitable
     Foundation Inc.
Arnold F. and Eleanor**
     Larson
Steffani and Lanny
     Lautenschlager
Kristen and Mark
      Ledbetter
Dot and Larry LeGrand
Gregg Lepper and
      Shawn Adelmann
Let’s Build Hope, LLC
Katy and Gerald
      Linnenbringer
Travis and Jessica
     Lockrem
Lockton Companies, LLC
Lottie’s Cafe of Illinois LLC
John Allan Love
     Charitable Foundation
Jody and Eric Lurk
Joseph and Doris Lyons
The J.E. and L.E.
     Mabee Foundation
Eric and Jordan Mai
Michael and Corinne
     Manchisi
Brent and Stacey
      Mannebach
Ethan and Becca Marose
Mastercard Worldwide
     Matching Gifts Program

Meghan and Thor
     Mathison
Julie Maune
Sarah Mayer
McBride Homes
McCarthy Building
     Companies, Inc.
Daniel and Diana McCoy
Philip and Jeanne
     McDermott
Jake McDonald
Joseph and Ashley
     McGuire
John and Julie Meersman
Marian “Bo” Mehan
Kristen Miceli and
     Christopher Herbst
Dean and Michelle
     Millonas
Earl and Nikkisha Ming
Ming-Nash Family
     Charitable Fund
Monique and John
      Mitalovich
Steve and Shannon
      Mitchell
Modern Imports
Gary and Christina
     Mohler
Moneta Group
Michael and Melissa Moore
Earl and Mary Ann**
     Morgan

Steve and Shannon
     Mitchell
Margaret Mudd Fletcher
     Charitable Foundation
Gary and Christina
     Mohler
Dominique and Paco
     Navarro
Thad and Teresa Neal
Andy and Peggy Newman
NISA Charitable Fund
Karen and Bill Nolte
Dorothy Norland
Nourishing - A Schnucks
     Foundation
Kevin and Jeannine
     Nussbaum
Object Computing, Inc.
Office of Childhood
Gary and Gail Olson
The Olson Family Fund
Bill and Paula Ott
Our Redeemer
     Lutheran Church
Laura and Bill Overturf
Phil and Gentiana Owen
Palo Alto Networks
PandA Foundation
Greg and Gale Patterson
Paycom
PayneCrest Electric, Inc.
Rebecca and Arno Perlow
James and Jamie Perry

Paula Pettibone and
     Margaret Brazie
Pettus Foundation
Emily Phelps and
     Hunter Ryan
Jim and Beth Phelps
Plaza Advisory Group
Donald and Judy
     Podrasky
Herman T. and Phenie R.
     Pott Foundation
Juliane and Omri Praiss
John Prazma
Norm Pressman and
     Wendi Alper-Pressman
Bernice Priger Charitable
     Foundation
Jason and Stacey Prinster
Private Donor
Todd and Janet Purdy
QuikTrip Corporation
Adela and Javier Ramirez
Diane Ray
Scott and Eileen Reese
Chris Reid and
     Jennifer DeLaney
Jane Reid
Reinsurance Group
     of America
Sandy and Vince
     Reynolds
Christopher Rideout
Geoff and Barb Rigabar
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Scott Roark
Donald and Nancy Ross
Ross Family Foundation
RSI Kitchen & Bath
RSM US LLP
Christina Ryan
Christine and Dave Sachs
The Saigh Foundation
Saint Joseph Parish
     of Cottleville
Saint Louis Area Fund
     Against Child Abuse
St. Louis Community
     Foundation
St. Louis Philanthrophic
     Organization, Inc.
St. Louis Unitarian
     Foundation for
     Children
St. Luke’s Hospital
Dave and Lisa Sallenbach
Patrick and Heather
     Samson
Jamie Scaccia and
     Chris Little
Kathleen and Scott
     Scarmana
Jake and Kelly Schindler
Matt and Vera Schmitz
Dan and Maureen Schulte
Fred and Lauren Schwarz
Bryan and Margie Scott
Lorraine Sewell

Shanahan Family
     Foundation
Eben and Kristin Shantz
SHAPE America
Julie Simaytis
Mildred, Herbert and
     Julian Simon
     Foundation
Emery and Cristy
     Skolfield
Brad and Christina Smith
Carla Smith
Steve and Ellen Smith
Jen and Chris Snyder
Marcia Sue and Charles J.
     Spener, Jr.**
Ernie and Christy
     Staashelm
Staenberg Family
     Foundation
Eric and Robin Stafford
State Farm
Katherine Stauffer
     Charitable Trust
Warren and Judy Steffens
Greg and Marcia Stiff
Susan and Drexel Stith
Stone, Leyton & Gershman
Marilyn Stovall FitzGerald
     and Jim FitzGerald
Jeffrey and Linda Strobel
Stephen and Angela
     Strum

Bill and Kerrie Stude
William C. Stude, Jr.
     and Margaret Stude
Kevin and Louise Stumpf
Norman J. Stupp
     Foundation -
     Commerce Bank,
     Trustee
Julie and Brad Sullivan
Summit Development
     Group
Sunnen Products Co.
Janette and Steve Taaffe
Megan E. Taylor Fund
The Church of Jesus
     Christ of Latter-day
     Saints
Matt and Kelly Thomason
Thompson Coburn LLP
Greg and Marcia
     Thudium
Paul and Nancy Tice
Ticket to Dream
     Foundation
Fan and Randy Tielking
The Tilles Foundation
Daniel and Sheila Timm
John and Elizabeth
     Tomasovic
Brian and Stacey Toomay
Tracy Family Foundation
TriZetto Provider
     Solutions, a Cognizant

     Company
Jane Tschudy 2006
     Charitable Income
     Trust
Carl and Barb Uhlig
UHY Advisors MO, Inc.
United Healthcare
United Way of Greater
     St. Louis
Mike and Marianne
     Valley
Ray and Laurie
     Van de Riet
James and Carole Vaughn
Jeff and Julie Vest
Veterans United
     Foundation
George Von Hoffmann
     Foundation
Jerry and Elizabeth
     Von Rohr
Lesley Ann Waldheim
Andrea and Eric Walter
Henry and Susan
     Warshaw
Washington University
Wasinger Daming, LC
Doug and Sheryl Weber
James Welch
Derrick and Lea Wendling
Linda and Pete Werner
Darrell West and Anissa
     Weed

Jennifer Whelehon
Sarah Whitmore and
     Pete Faulhaber
Kacey and Marty
     Whitworth
Wies Drywall and
     Construction Corp.
William and Lindsay
     Wilcox
Floyd Withrow
Women’s Independence
     Scholarship Program
Chuck and Sherri Woods
Jordan and Josh Worth
Vicki Wroblewski
Ralph and Heather
     Wuebker
Kenneth and Beverly
     Young

**deceased

This list includes 
contributions of $1,000
or more made between

January 1, 2022, and 
August 31, 2024.




