


OUR MISSION
FamilyForward moves vulnerable children in the direction of hope by delivering comprehensive therapeutic and 
educational services to support biological, foster, and adoptive families.

SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
At FamilyForward, we are dedicated to making a transformative difference in the lives of children who have 
experienced abuse or neglect. Through trauma-informed therapeutic services, we help children heal, empower 
families, and strengthen the communities around them. Our services are designed to meet the unique needs of 
each child and family we support.

In 2024, we served 5,546 children, families, and community members through our comprehensive programs.

        ... we tailor recommendations to each family's unique needs. Whether that’s
Group Therapy to offer additional social skills and give them interaction with other 
kids who’ve been in similar situations; Caregiver Education to explore the challenges 
they're facing at home and talk about how trauma has exacerbated some of those
behaviors; or Occupational Therapy to support their sensory needs... it's about
MEETING THEM WHERE THEY ARE and walking alongside them every
step of the way.” - Sophia Matthews, Therapist

Who We Are

We supported 601 clients and their families with prevention and early intervention services, 
helping to mitigate the potential impacts of early childhood trauma.  
We provided 106 children with occupational therapy services, addressing their sensory and 
motor skill needs.  
We supported 1,056 clients and families by completing trauma assessments and psychological 
evaluations to develop individualized care plans. 
We supported 24 students in our therapeutic preschool, providing a nurturing and structured 
space for growth and development.  
We invested in 6,285 hours of therapy, including individual, family, and group sessions, to 
strengthen family relationships and promote healing.  
We Supported 1303 family members navigating the foster care system by providing case 
management, training, and licensing services to support foster and adoptive families.
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BREAKING THE CYCLE
Today, one in seven children will become a victim of
abuse or neglect, perpetuating a cycle of intergenerational 
harm. Scan the QR code to discover how FamilyForward is 
actively working to break this cycle and support vulnerable
children and families in St. Louis.

A FEW WAYS WE MADE A DIFFERENCE:



Pledge by November 20, 2025 
for inclusion in the invitation.

Scan the QR code to learn
more about the Rocket Ball.
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ROCKET BALL 2025
Rocket Ball 2025 brought together nearly 500 supporters for a powerful night of community, generosity, and impact, 
raising over $650,000 to help children and families build safer, healthier relationships. As we look to Rocket Ball 
2026, we invite you to become a FamilyForward sponsor. Your support directly funds trauma-informed care, mental 
health services, and family support programs that change lives. Join us in making a lasting difference, because every 
child in our community deserves safety, healing, and hope.

THE 2025 CHILD ADVOCACY AWARD RECIPIENTS
The Pott Child Advocacy Award was presented to Vic Koury and his 
family in recognition of their support by providing their time, expertise, 
and generosity. We're forever grateful for their unwavering dedication to 
FamilyForward's mission and the children we serve. This award is given 
annually to an individual or group that exemplifies the spirit of the Pott 
family's dedication to helping children.

IMAGINING BRIGHTER FUTURES
“I can make a difference—if I’m given the chance to make a difference.” 
FamilyForward gives that chance—to children, families, and communities 

in crisis. We stand in the gap with compassion, 
trauma-informed care, and relentless commitment to 
healing. THIS IS YOUR CHANCE, TOO. Scan the QR 
code to hear their voices—and become part of the change.
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Tonya Booker
Brian Clevinger
Vicki Clevinger
Jessica Dederer

Rick Dederer
Ed DeVault

Lindsey Gevers
Cassie Gresco

Jan Hess
Maggie Kloppenberg

Kendrea Lee
Ethan Marose

Rebecca Perlow
Samuel Reynolds

Janette Taaffe
Yvonne Tedder

Vicki Wroblewski

Susan Stith     |     Drexel Stith
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Thank You 2025 Sponsors
DIAMOND SPONSORS 

GOLD SPONSORS 

SILVER SPONSORS 

BRONZE SPONSORS 

CO-CHAIRS

ROCKET BALL COMMITTEE

9Line Software    |    Amitech Solutions, Inc.    |    ATB Technologies    |    CBIZ    |    Evntiv.    |    Christine and Scott Homan
Moneta Group    |    Paycom    |    Perlow Solutions, LLC    |    Dr. and Mrs. Stephen and Christina Ryan

Thompson Coburn LLP    |    UHY    |    Washington University in St. Louis



SCAN THE QR CODE TO VIEW A LIST
OF OUR GENEROUS MAJOR DONORS.

7

Thank You 2025 Sponsors

SILVER SPONSORS

9Line Software    |    Amitech Solutions, Inc.    |    ATB Technologies    |    CBIZ    |    Evntiv.    |    Christine and Scott Homan
Moneta Group    |    Paycom    |    Perlow Solutions, LLC    |    Dr. and Mrs. Stephen and Christina Ryan

Thompson Coburn LLP    |    UHY    |    Washington University in St. Louis

SHARON SKIDMORE STERN, MSW, LCSW
Chief Program Officer

JOE HOLT, M.A.
Chief Development Officer

YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE. A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION AT ANY LEVEL HELPS 
FAMILYFORWARD MOVE VULNERABLE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN THE DIRECTION OF HOPE.

FamilyForward is imagining futures for thousands of children and families in our community. Our annual Rocket 
Ball Gala is our largest fundraiser, and sponsorship is a vital component in the success of the event. By supporting 
The Rocket Ball, you allow us to focus on what we do best: helping children who have experienced developmental 
trauma live safer, healthier lives.

CHARLES WOODS
President

DOUGLAS R. BEACH
Secretary, Advocacy
Board Liaison

VALORI BRING
Vice President Programs

CHRISTOPHER REID
Advisor to the President
Vice President Board Affairs

GLEN ARCHER
Vice President
Development

MATT HARVEY
Vice President Finance
& Endowment
MATTHEW HUNT
Vice President
Strategic Planning 

EARL MING
Vice President Facilities

JANETTE TAAFFE
Vice President Human 
Resources & Retirement

SATONYA BOOKER

TINA CLARK-SCOTT

BRIAN CLEVINGER, PHD

EDWARD DEVAULT II
JAMIE CURRIER
BAILEY PASHIA

CASSANDRA GRESCO 

SALVADOR HERNANDEZ 

GREGG J. LEPPER 

LAURA OVERTURF GALE 

PATTERSON JASMINA 

SCHUE SUSAN STITH

PATRICK FOX
Chief Financial Officer

KAREN E. NOLTE, LCSW
Chief Executive Officer

JENNIFER VORACHACK, PsyD
Chief Quality and Compliance Officer

PAULA PETTIBONE, MED, MSW
Chief Administrative Officer

Give Hope

Executive Team

Board of Directors

To learn more about tickets and sponsorship opportunities, contact Rae Kennedy at
rae.kennedy@familyforwardmo.org or 314-968-2350 ext. 1643. 



11358 Van Cleve Avenue  |  Saint Louis, MO 63114-1131

314.968.2350  |  familyforwardmo.org




