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Moving can be difficult at the best of 

times, but it was especially so when 

the Jackson family moved to  

St. Louis. Crystal, Steve, and their 

four kids found themselves struggling 

in their new, too-small rental home 

and relations with the children’s new 

school quickly grew strained when 

three of the four children began to 

regularly miss class due to illness. 

Things spiraled out of control when 

the school referred the Jacksons for 

services because there was concern 

that the family was at risk.

Afraid of losing their children and 

with no one to turn to for help, Crystal 

was at her wits’ end. “I would take 

the kids on the bus just to escape 

for a while. One day, we passed by 

FamilyForward’s sign and I remember 

thinking that with a name like that, 

it must be a place where families 

could get help.” When their son 

Elijah ran away from school the very 

next day, Crystal headed straight to 

FamilyForward and found the help 

they needed.  

The PathBuilders program provides 

advocacy, coaching, education, and 

therapy for families struggling with 

challenges related to safety, social 
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“Looking at us now, you would 

never know we were at rock 

bottom just two years ago.” 
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With holidays upon us, I find myself 
thinking of all the wonderful people who 
have become a part of our family: 

To our donors and friends, thank you for 
your whole-hearted support of all that we 
do. Because of you, our agency now helps 
nearly 7,000 children and families each year 
to build safer, healthier relationships. 

To our clients, thank you for allowing us to 
be a part of your journey. We are humbled 
by your strength and courage. 

To our staff and board members, thank you 
for your dedication to providing the best 
possible care for every child and family who 
walks through our doors.

To our volunteers, thank you for lending a 
hand with projects and spending time with 
the children in our Children’s Homes; it has 
made a world of difference.

To our community partners, thank you for 
believing in our innovative programs and 
providing support that enables us to be deep 
in what we do. 

This newsletter is truly a testament that we 
are better together. Each story of success 
found within these pages is possible because 
of you, and I am grateful. 

Although the year is winding down, our 
work is not. Earlier this month our staff 
hosted the State Trauma Summit on Sensory 
and Somatic Tools, an inaugural event 
where leaders from across disciplines 
collaborated to improve access to valuable 
tools that will support children who have 
experienced trauma. As you read this letter, 
volunteers are busily restocking the shelves 
of our holiday store with new toys and gifts 
(pg. 6). Soon, a staff member will join them 
to pick out the perfect gifts for one of the 
many children we serve, like Crystal’s kids 
(pg. 1), to brighten their holidays. 

Looking forward, I know that together we 
will continue to accomplish great things in 
the year ahead.

CREATING A HOME

We are celebrating the generosity of our partners at the Home 
Builders Association of St. Louis and Eastern Missouri! Thanks 
to their generous support with a $15 ,000 grant, FamilyForward is 
renovating the nursing station at our Brentwood Children’s Home, 
creating a fully functional space for nursing staff that still feels  
like home for the children. 

FamilyForward’s Children’s Homes provide long-term, 24-hour 
residential and respite care for non-ambulatory children ages 0-21 
with significant medical needs, many of whom have developmental 
disabilities as a result of early childhood trauma from abuse and 
neglect. Through FamilyForward’s Children’s Homes, these children 
receive comprehensive and coordinated care in a nurturing and 
supportive environment. Thanks to our community partners and 
supporters like you, we can provide all children the opportunity to 
lead full lives. 

Dear friends,

Karen Nolte
Chief Executive Officer,  
FamilyForward

Sincerely,
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before

almost done!

New countertops, backsplashes, and floors have 

made our nursing station functional and beautiful. 

We can’t wait to see the fully-finished results!
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“ L I F E ’ S  J O U R N E Y  I S  N E V E R  C O M P L E T E ”  C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P . 1

connectedness, and stability. Through 

PathBuilders, we wrapped around the 

Jackson family with supportive services 

to help them find support and connections 

in their community, slowly identifying and 

taking steps towards positive change. 

For the first time, Crystal was able to 

address her personal history of abuse 

and how it affected her parenting. The 

children learned more about their chronic 

illness, as well as their educational rights 

and responsibilities, enabling them to ask 

for and receive the help they needed at 

school. Together, the Jacksons learned new 

communication skills and how to support 

each other in healthy ways.

It is now two years on and the Jacksons 

are successful graduates of the program. 

According to Crystal, “It ’s called 

FamilyForward and PathBuilders because it 

allows you to pave a pathway for your whole 

family to move forward to a better place.”

When asked what she would tell a parent 

whose family is unsafe and struggling 

socially with the pressures of everyday 

life, Crystal says: “Life’s journey is never 

complete. You can change and have 

something so much better for your family 

than what you have now.”

Since 2010, PathBuilders has been 

providing critical support to families in 

crisis. This program is possible because 

of the ongoing and generous support 

of The Boeing Company, The Columbus 

Foundation (Battelle), Emerson, Scott and 

Christine Homan | C & S Family Foundation, 

and St. Joseph Parish of Cottleville. 

Crystal and her family created “Life’s 
Journey” to encourage other families. 

“This piece means so much to my family 
because the program taught us that no 
matter how much you are struggling and 
feeling hopeless, things can change for the 
better. Everybody’s life can change!”  
– Crystal

Just wait. You’ll see. 
“When we were referred to FamilyForward, it was a struggle at first because my kids had been 

physically abused, and we didn’t trust anybody. But the coaches and therapists were all great 

motivators, and the program has really helped me and my kids. Tomorrow I start my job with 

Saint Louis Public Schools. What can I say? Someday I want to own my own business — a 

restaurant. I want to see the joy on people’s faces when they taste my food. Just wait. You’ll see.”

of children remain 
safely in their home

of families report improved 
knowledge of positive parenting 
and healthier relationships 

85.7% 95%Our Impact
PATHBUILDERS

(Jan 1 – Sept 30, 2018)
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HONORABLE DOUGLAS R BEACH

In August, The Family Law Section and The Missouri Bar presented long-time FamilyForward 

board member, Douglas Beach, the Roger P. Krumm Family Law Award. Given annually, this award 

recognizes a family law lawyer who has demonstrated an exceptional degree of competence, skill, 

integrity, and dedication toward the improvement and advancement of the practice of family law 

and to the children and families involved in family law matters. Congratulations Doug!

KENDRA SCOTT 

On November 4 , Kendra Scott 

at Plaza Frontenac hosted a 

party full of sweets and dazzling 

jewels, raising $1,033 to support 

FamilyForward’s work to prevent 

and treat child trauma due to 

abuse and neglect. Thank you to 

everyone who attended!  

Blast off with us at The Rocket Ball on 

Saturday, February 23, 2019, at The Ritz-

Carlton in Clayton! The evening will include 

a cocktail reception with silent auction, 

dinner, live auction, and an exciting After 

Party with music and dancing sponsored by 

Garcia Properties. 

Tickets and sponsorship information at: 
familyforwardmo.org/rocket-ball

Drive the Change Golf Tournament 
Monday, April 29, 2019 
The Country Club of St. Albans

familyforwardmo.org/golf 

SAVE  

THE DATE! 4/29

WINNING THE PURSE

During the month of October, our supporters raised $9,925 

through the Purple Purse Challenge to help children and 

women who have survived domestic violence.

Congratulations to Sal Hernandez for winning the limited-

edition purple purse designed by tennis Olympian Serena 

Williams. Sal is generously donating the purse back to 

FamilyForward so it can continue to raise awareness and 

funds for survivors. Keep an eye out for it at The Rocket Ball 

auction in February!  VOLUNTEERS  

IN ACTION

We would like to thank the many 

volunteers from CitiBank, EdwardJones, 

EY, IMPACT Group, Peabody Energy, 

Precoat Metals, RSM, and TriZetto for 

generously giving their time and  

energy to help, enabling our staff to 

spend more time helping vulnerable 

children and families. 
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EDITORIAL INFORMATION

FamilyFor ward Transform  is published to 
fur ther our mission and to acknowledge our 
partners in achieving this mission. Client 
confidentiality is essential: names of clients 
have been changed and photos are stock 
photos , unless we have received cl ient 
authorization to do otherwise. For corrections 
or questions, please call 314 .534 .9350 ext. 1361 
or email erin.wood@familyforwardmo.org.

Jessica Dederer

Chief Development Officer

Emily Lunt

Graphic Designer

Erin Wood

Marketing and Communications  

Manager, Editor

WE NEED YOU! BECOME A FOSTER PARENT. 

Recently we asked Erica, a young girl growing up in a stable home with her mom  

and dad, three questions. Then our case managers asked some of our children in 

foster care the same questions. 

Q. What are you most afraid of? 

Erica: “The dark. I like the bathroom light on all night.” 

A child in foster care (age 8): “That my mom won’t visit.”

Q. What kind of home do you want? 

Erica: “A big one with a purple bedroom just for me!” 

A child in foster care (age 7): “I want a home where we can all stay so we don’t 

have to move all the time.”

Q. If you could have anything you wanted for free, what would you want? 

Erica: “I want a dog.” 

A child in foster care (age 11): “I’d like to see my pet and my friends again.” 

All children, regardless of circumstances, need a safe home and healthy relationships 

to grow and thrive. 

Have you considered becoming a foster parent? 
FamilyForward provides training, licensing,  
and ongoing support for foster families. Learn  
more by calling 314.534.9350 or emailing our  
staff directly: 
 Angie Peters, angela.peters@familyforwardmo.org 

 Abby Bell , abigail .bell@familyforwardmo.org 

The phone rang again
“I remember sitting at the dinner table when someone from FamilyForward called 
and asked if we could care for two foster children that night. We said sure, and 
quickly started straightening beds and getting things ready. We weren’t even halfway 
prepared when the phone rang again. Two children became five siblings who needed 
a safe place to sleep that night, and we couldn’t say no. I’ll never forget the children’s 
faces when they first arrived – extremely sad and physically hurt. They were so scared!

The children have been with us for a few years now, and we have seen their ‘firsts’ in 
so many things: first haircuts, first time in a restaurant, first Christmas with presents. 
We can’t imagine our lives without them.” 

— The Anderson Family
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$25,000 - $49,999
United Way of Greater  

St. Louis
YouthBridge Community 

Foundation

$15,000 - $24,999 
McCarthy Building 

Companies, Inc.

$10,000 - $14,999 
Kimberly and Glenn Archer*
Brian and Vicki Clevinger*
RSM US LLP

$5,000 - $9,999
Charity Clothing Pickup
Employees Community Fund 

of Boeing St. Louis
Express Scripts, Inc.
Martin M. Green*
Jan and Gabe Hess*
Modern Imports
Wasinger Daming, LC

$2,500 - $4,999 
Blues for Kids Foundation
Brown School of Social Work 

at Washington University

$1,000 - $2,499 
Everspring Pharmacy
Network for Good
Steve and Ellen Smith*
William and Margaret Stude*

$500 - $999
Anonymous
The Boeing Company
David Hickey
St. Joseph Parish of Cottleville
Chuck and Sherri Woods*

$100 - $499
Anonymous
Craig and Kristy Biehle*
Valori Bring*
Phyllis Hoff*
Richard and Ellen Holden
Illah Joshi, PhD
Ryan and Michelle Lane
Teresa McKinney
Missouri Employers Mutual
Alfred and Cheryl 

Moellenhoff
Fidel Nwamu
Sharon Smith
TRUiST
Bill and Ellen Weber*

OU R DONORS
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UP TO $99
Kenneth Almond
AmazonSmile Foundation
AT&T Employee Giving 

Campaign
Pam Baker
Jocelyn Boehlje
Linda and Jeffrey Cosper
Robert and Judith Cova
Thomas and Mary Jo 

Cummins
Matt Daniels
eScrip Schnucks Program
Carolyn Everly
Alan and Carolyn Gevers
Artys Goessling
Karen and Brian Grant*
David Holmes and  

Nancy Neff Holmes*
JCPenney
Eunice Lord
Rachel and Brian Neukirch*
Asmira Ogresevic
Deborah Rose
Angela Schultz
Laura Wasson
Mary Diane and  

Donald Williams
Debra Wood
Thomas and Sherry Young

IN KIND DONATIONS
AT&T Gateway Pioneers
Battelle
Birthday Joy
Blues for Kids Foundation
The Boeing Company
Boeing Global Engagement
Climb So ILL
Jennifer Crabtree
Tim Emmons
Bill Hall
Teresa and Mark McNail
Northwest Oral Surgeons
Carlin Pruitt
Saint Louis Football Club
Jeremy Teece
Cristina Vigil
Wilson Family Dental

IN MEMORY OF
Rosemary Farr
Artys Goessling

Carol Hickey
Judith and Robert Cova
Carolyn Everly
Alan and Carolyn Gevers
David Hickey
Richard and Ellen Holden
Alfred and Cheryl Moellenhoff
Sharon Smith

Mary Diane and Donald 
Williams

Thomas and Sherry Young

Ben Pudil
Ryan and Michelle Lane

PURPLE PURSE
Anonymous – In honor of 

the courageous, resilient 
survivors we serve

Anonymous – For all of the 
survivors in my life

Sal Hernandez*
Douglas Beach
James Bick Jr
Craig Biehle*
Megan Bittle*
Jocelyn Boehlje
Brian Clevinger*
Jessica Dederer* – In honor of 

all survivors
The Dendrinelis Family
Carole Dierkes
Alliance Technology Partners
Martha Fleischmann
Dawn Gorsuch Blunt
Karen Grant*
Beth Greco – In honor of the 

ROW staff. Thank you for all 
that you do!

Beena Green
Martin M Green*
Maria Hatfield
Annie Herz – For survivors
Jan Hess* – In recognition 

and appreciation to those 
who serve the hurt in our 
community

Jacqueline Holloman
Darlene Johnson
Scott & Liz Johnson* 
Sharon Kramer
Emily Lunt
Skip and Debbie Mann
Lauren Ming – In memory of 

Leo Ming
Karen Nolte*
Asmira Ogresevic – In honor 

of  all survivors
Diane Ray
Amelia Shekar
Isabel Sippo*
Terry Stockman
Vicki Washington
Matthew Wilcoxen
Erin Wood

*Guardian Society Member

T hank You!

As our clients move toward a brighter future, I am grateful for the countless 
people who are working together to make these stories of success possible. 
With your support, nearly 7,000 children and family members are now able 
to smile again. We are proud of that accomplishment, and we hope that you 
are too. Thank you to everyone who so generously gave of their time and 
resources to put the children first! 

The need for services — therapy, foster care, residential and respite care for 
children with disabilities, and more — is still great, but I know that together 
we can continue to give children back their childhoods. Will you join us in 
making that happen?

Visit familyforwardmo.org/donate to help move vulnerable children in 
the direction of hope. 

The family table
As they maneuvered the donated table into the small apartment, FamilyForward case manager 
Missy heard the grandmother exclaim, “Wow, a family table! Now we can all sit down together.” She 
was struck by the realization that a tradition she took so much for granted in her own home — family 
dinners — was universal. “I thought, oh man, we just gave somebody family time, not just a table.” 

We cherish the moments like this one, when something as simple as a place to sit and share a meal 
together makes a world of difference.

Chief Executive Officer

Sunny days ahead
“Just seeing my daughter smile and laugh and be a kid again means everything to 
me. I feel I have my daughter back: you gave me that and I can’t thank you enough.” 

 — Mother of a young client

Get
 Involved

For information on ways you can 
support FamilyForward, visit 
familyforwardmo.org/get-involved  
or contact Jessica Dederer at  
jessica.dederer@familyforwardmo.org.
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Governance Board

Megan Bittle 

President

Matt Harvey 

President Elect, Treasurer, Vice President, Finance 

Laura Holt 

Advisor to President, Vice President, Board Affairs

Douglas R . Beach 

Secretary, Advocacy Board Liaison

Jan L . Hess 

Vice President, Development

Timothy Leon 

Vice President, Programs

Susan Stith 

Vice President, Human Resources

Juliane M. Praiss 

Vice President, Strategic Planning

Wendy Chambers 

Vice President, Technology

Gwendolyn Belle 

Matt Burkemper 

Brian Clevinger, PhD 

Michael Daming 

Michael DiSalvo 

Rachel D’Souza-Siebert 

James Elder 

Edgar Ellermann 

Steven Goldstein 

Salvador Hernandez 

Matt Hunt 

Tom LaMantia 

Gregg J. Lepper 

Earl Ming 

Aki Puryear, MD 

Christopher Reid 

Sarah Salky 

William C. Stude 

Charles Woods

Karen E . Nolte 

Chief Executive Officer

DONOR SPOTLIGHT:  

MICDS HELPING HANDS

“The feeling of receiving a new toy is priceless  
and every child deserves that.”  
— MICDS student 

The middle and upper school students of Mary Institute 
and Country Day School (MICDS) have been organizing 
school-wide toy drives and personally delivering gifts by 
the car load for our Shop for an Angel holiday program 
since 2009. Over the last decade, these generous 
students have brought holiday joy to countless children 
and families in need, and we are grateful for their 
unwavering support. 

During the holidays, FamilyForward organizes three 
unique wish-list projects to benefit vulnerable children 
in St. Louis. Please join us in creating joyous moments 
for all by making toy and gift donations for the client 
children we serve. 

Visit familyforwardmo.org/shop-angel to 
learn more about spreading joy as a donor or 
volunteer this holiday season.

DONATE VOLUNTEER MAJOR
GIFTS

HOLIDAY 
WISH LIST

CLOTHING 
FOR A CAUSE

PLANNED 
GIVING



1167 Corporate Lake Dr
Saint Louis, MO 63132-1716
314 .968.2350

familyforwardmo.org

            

OUR VISION

FamilyForward leads the community in providing

innovative solutions for advancing safer, healthier

relationships for children and families.

OUR MISSION

FamilyForward moves vulnerable children in the 

direction of hope by delivering comprehensive 

therapeutic and educational services to support 

biological, foster, and adoptive families.
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Saturday, February 23 , 2019 
The Ritz-Carlton in Clayton

D R I V E  T H E  C H A N G E  
G O L F  T O U R N A M E N T

Monday, April 29, 2019 
The Country Club of St. Albans

SAVE 
TH E 

DATES


